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Pregnancy & Abortion  
(Unless otherwise noted, statistics from the Alan Guttmacher Institute) 
 

• Advocates estimate that since 1973 (Roe v. Wade), more than 59 million legal abortions have 

occurred. Even before Roe v. Wade, abortion was legal upon request in Washington State. 

(National Right to Life) 

• Nationally, more than 1 in 5 pregnancies (excluding miscarriages) end in abortion. 

• One in 10 American women will have an abortion by age 20, one in four by age 30, and three in 

10 by age 45. 

• Non-Hispanic white women account for 39% of abortions, non-Hispanic black women for 28%, 

Hispanic women for 25% and women of other races for 9%. 

• Nationally, 30% of women obtaining abortions identify as Protestant and 24% identify as 

Catholic. 

• In 2017, for the 8th consecutive year, Washington State was ranked as the least protective 

state in the nation of women and children against abortion industry abuses. (Americans United 

for Life) 

• Washington does not have any major types of abortion restrictions - such as waiting periods, 
mandatory counseling or ultrasound, mandated parental involvement or limitations on 
publicly-funded abortions - that are often found in other states. (Americans United for Life) 

• Current Washington State statistics indicate roughly 11% of abortion clients were 19 years of 
age or younger; 56% were in their 20’s; 29% were in their 30’s; and 4% were aged 40 years+. 
Nationwide, 12% of abortions were performed on adolescents (17 years of age and younger) 
and 61% on women in their 20s. (Washington State Department of Health, Guttmacher Institute) 

• In 2014, 75% of women obtaining abortions were poor or low-income49% of women obtaining 
abortions have incomes below 100% of the federal poverty level; 26% have incomes between 
100-199% of the federal poverty level.   



 

• Reasons American women give for having an abortion: 
-75% cite concern or responsibility for other individuals 
-75% say they cannot afford a child 
-75% say that having a baby would interfere with work, school or the ability to care for other 
dependents 

-50% say they do not want to be a single parent or are having problems with their husband or 
partner 

 

Youth Issues: Pregnancy, Sexually Transmitted Diseases & Sex Trafficking  
 

• Nearly 41% of U.S. high school students have had sexual intercourse. (Centers for Disease 

Control & Prevention) 

• The United States has the highest teen birth rate of any developed country. 3/10 teens get 

pregnant before age 20, and nearly 230,000 babies were born to teen girls aged 15-19 in 2015. 

(Centers for Disease Control & Prevention, WA State Department of Health, 

thenationalcampaign.org) 

• In 2014, 14% of all teen births were to teens who already had a child. 

• Adolescents age 15-24 account for nearly half of the 20 million new sexually transmitted 
disease (STD) cases each year. 20% of teen girls who had only one sexual partner have at least 1 
STD, and over 50% of girls with 3+ partners have one or more STD. (Centers for Disease Control 
& Prevention) 

• Washington is ranked 18th in the nation for its teen pregnancy rate. (1 is best, 50 is worst) 
(thenationalcampaign.org) 

• Only 38% of teen girls who have a child before age 18 get a high school diploma. Daughters of 
teen moms are 3 times more likely to become teen mothers themselves. 
(thenationalcampaign.org) 

• According to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC), 100,000 to 
293,000 children are in danger of becoming sexual commodities. (Washington State Office of 
the Attorney General) 

• Traffickers/pimps find victims through social networks, at neighborhood hang-outs, on the 

Internet and even at school. They lure their victims through promises of protection, adventure, 

opportunity, a home, and love. (Shared Hope International) 

• The common age for a child to enter sex trafficking is 11-16. Traffickers use fear, violence, 
intimidation, and threats to ensure compliance and meet demands. (Shared Hope International 
Washington State Office of the Attorney General) 

• Conservative estimates suggest that over 70,000 men bought children for sex acts in 
Washington in 2010. Prostituted youth are often required to fill a quota of five to 15 
“customers” per night. 

• After exploitation begins, the average life span of a victim is reported to be 7 years. They are 
frequently found dead from attack, abuse, HIV and other STDs, malnutrition, overdose, or 
suicide. (Ark of Hope for Children) 

 
Statistics are compiled from the credible sources mentioned. Some statistics are hard to ascertain and may 
be estimated by local and/or regional sources. 


